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Language Arts Curriculum Guidelines 
 

Fourth Grade 
 
By the end of fourth grade, students should be able to read fluently at grade level; read a variety of genres; comprehend a variety of 
texts at grade level; utilize decoding skills and context clues; identify main idea, plot, details, character, author’s purpose and 
setting; identify the theme and message, literary techniques, prediction, cause and effect. 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 1: Students read with understanding and fluency and read and understand literature 

representative of various societies, eras and ideas. 
 
NCTE Standard 1. 
 
Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the culture of the 
United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and 
for personal fulfillment.  Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works. 
 
NCTE Standard 2. 
 
Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., 
philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of the human experience. 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 4 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  
 

A.  Student reads a wide range of literature from 
many genres. 

  

1.  Identifies different literary genres, including  
     poetry, drama, fables, fantasies, fiction, non- 
     fiction, and electronic literary forms by  
     defining characteristics. 

• Label reading selections by their genres. 
• Identify genres related to a social studies 

topic. (e.g., biography, reference, historical 
fiction, etc.). 

 

2.  Makes connections across reading selections. • Complete a chart or foldable for stories in a  
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reading unit with columns for story elements 
(e.g., theme, characters, conflict, resolution, 
etc.) and a row for each story title in the unit. 

B.  Student reads for a wide variety of purposes.   
1.  Establishes a purpose for reading including  
     to locate, understand, interpret, enjoy, etc.             
     (i.e., content area, stories) 

• Complete a K-W-L chart (Know/Want to 
know/Learned) to activate prior knowledge 
and to set a purpose for reading. 

• While reading, adjust the purpose as needed. 

 

2.  Connects information and events in text to  
     life experiences and to related text and   
     sources. 

• Provides examples/personal responses using 
Q-A-R (Question/Answer/Relationships): 

o Text to life – how does text remind 
you of something in your life? 

o Text to text or other sources – is 
information “right there”?  Is 
information between “author and 
me”? 

 

3.  Applies various criteria in order to select   
      independent reading materials (e.g., genre  
      type, knowledge of authors and their writing  
      styles, research and personal interests.) 

• Reading log indicating independent reading 
materials. 

 

C.  Student reads a wide range of literature from 
many periods and cultures. 

  

1.  Recognizes and compares literature and story  
      elements (i.e., character) from different  
      literary periods and different cultures. 

• Use Venn Diagram to compare/contrast. 
• Draw a cartoon of two characters, each from a 

different story.  Dialogue shows how their 
experiences were similar and how they differ. 

• Compare Mary, Jesus’ mother, to a mother or 
grandmother. 

 

2.  Identifies selected authors and illustrators by   
      their styles and themes. 

• Complete an author study; prepare a report, 
pamphlet, poster identifying styles and 
themes. 

 

D.  Student comprehends a wide range of non-
text material, including spoken and visual 
texts. 

  

1.  Comprehends and extracts information from 
a wide range of non-textual representations 
(visual) of information (tables, charts, 

• Identify a statement in text that is also 
illustrated in an accompanying table, map, or 
chart.  Tell how they work together to support 
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diagrams, and illustrations). the same idea. 
2.  Paraphrases or summarizes spoken text.  • Teacher observation and questioning. 

• Retells or restates message or instructions 
orally. 

 

 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 2: Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and 

appreciate text. 
 
NCTE Standard 3. 
 
Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts.  They draw on their prior 
experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word 
identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, 
graphics). 
 
NCTE Standard 6. 
 
Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative 
language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts. 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 4 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES 
 

A.  Student applies phonological skills to words 
which can be broken down into separate 
sounds and/or sound units. 

  

1. Applies word analysis skills (i.e. phonics, 
word patterns) to recognize new words. 

• When an unfamiliar word is encountered in 
reading, explain how to use known strategies 
(e.g., patterns, syllabication; ask, “does it 
sound right”?) to pronounce the word 
correctly and understand its meaning. 

 

B.  Student develops word recognition and word 
analysis skills. 
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1. Develops word recognition and word 
analysis skills (i.e., prefixes, suffixes, root 
words, plural forms, compound words, and 
contractions) to build and extend 
vocabulary and to determine word meaning. 

• Post words in classroom to remind students of 
them and to use them. 

• Model use of words. 
• Use vocabulary words during the week, 

connecting words to life. 
• Connect vocabulary words to other subject 

areas. 

 

2. Identifies the meaning of abbreviations. • Creates a flip foldable or other graphic 
organizer to show abbreviation and its 
meaning. 

 

3. Alphabetizes words through the third letter. • Use spelling words on cards to sort in correct 
alphabetical order. 

 

4. Accesses and uses word reference tools 
(dictionaries, glossaries, thesaurus, or 
sidebars.) 

• Use context clues to define a new word. 
• Compare/contrast the entries in one or more 

dictionaries, a glossary and a thesaurus for the 
same word.  Explain when you would use 
each source to clarify and/or verify meaning. 

 

5. Begins to recognize the difference between 
the meanings of connotation and denotation. 

• Create a three column chart, list, foldable 
demonstrating the word, its connotation, and 
its denotation. 

 

6. Decodes using syllabication. • Use spelling words on cards to sort by number 
of syllables and/or common symbols. 

 

C.  Student expands vocabulary by using a 
variety of methods. 

• Word games can be used as a strategy and/or 
assessment for this entire section. 

 

1. Classifies words into categories. • Use spelling or vocabulary words on cards to 
sort into categories. 

• Identify and list other words to fit into the 
categories. 

• Biblical vocabulary meanings (chapter, 
verse). 

 

2. Identifies and substitutes alternate 
synonyms and antonyms. 

• Using individual whiteboards or spirals, 
someone calls out a synonym or antonym, (or 
writes a word on the SmartBoard) students 
write down alternatives.  Teacher observes 
answers. 
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3. Uses context clues to determine the 
meaning of synonyms, antonyms and 
homophones.  

• Use context clues to determine the meaning of 
words. 

 

4. Learns and determines the meanings of 
words and phrases encountered in a text 
relevant to content areas. 

• Applies strategies for new words in all subject 
areas. 

• Explains the meaning of key words in each 
section of the text while reading. 

 

5. Applies knowledge of word origins, roots, 
and idioms to determine meaning of words 
and phrases. 

• Create a page for each type in writer’s 
notebooks (for later reference) identifying and 
defining the meanings of each. 

 

D.  Student reads phrases, sentences, passages, 
etc. 

  

1. Reads orally using appropriate fluency, 
volume, pace, phrasing, and expression. 

• Practice an assigned part (e.g., a class play or 
Reader’s Theater selection) and read it aloud 
to the class. 

 

2. Checks for understanding by adjusting 
speed to fit the purpose or by skimming, 
scanning, reading on, or re-reading. 

• Create a bookmark for reading a textbook 
which details strategies used to clarify 
understanding.  Keep the bookmark for future 
reference. 

• Keep a log of strategies used in each 
selection. 

 

3. Checks for understanding by consulting 
sources, asking for help, paraphrasing, 
and/or questioning. 

• Teacher guidance and observation during 
small groups. 

 

4. Reads proficiently observing punctuation.   • Reads aloud (i.e., using leveled readers in 
small group); teacher observes and provides 
feedback. 

 

5. Makes predictions, connects to important 
ideas, and links text to previous experiences 
and knowledge. 

• Creates K-W-L chart. 
• Predicts using pictures, title, genre type. 

Adjusts predictions based on actual reading. 

 

6. Reads independently. • Completes book reports, reading logs, AR 
Accelerated Reading) Tests , SRC (Scholastic 
Reading Counts) Tests. 

 

E.  Student develops literal comprehension skills.   
1. Summarizes content or sequence of reading 

material using graphic organizers. 
• Create a story board to retell a story in correct 

sequence. 
• For non-fiction, identify the way the text is 
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written (topic, sequence, time periods) and 
summarize in that order. 

• Create a storyboard to relate information 
learned in each section of a science or social 
studies chapter. 

2. Summarizes important information from the 
text. 

• Identify important information. 
• Summarize orally or by writing a paragraph. 

 

3. Identifies literary techniques (i.e., narration, 
dialogue, foreshadowing, flashback). 

• Partner reading to recreate dialogue. 
• Identify conversations between Jesus and his 

disciples in the New Testament. 

 

4. Identifies the plot sequence, theme, main 
idea, characters, setting, major conflict, and 
its resolution. 

• Creates a book report or designs a new book 
cover illustrating areas mentioned in the 
learning outcome. 

• Identify moral/lesson of the story (including 
Bible stories). 

 

5. Identifies the influence of setting on a 
selection. 

• Create a book report focusing on setting: 
drawing of setting.  

 

6. Describes the thoughts, words, and 
interactions of characters. 

• Dramatize interactions of characters. 
• Compare/contrast choices, actions, and 

behaviors of characters to Catholic values.  

 

7. Determines the meaning of unknown words 
by using a variety of context clues. 

• When an unfamiliar word is encountered in 
reading, explain how to use known strategies 
to pronounce the word correctly and 
understand its meaning.  

 

8. Follows the steps in a set of instructions or 
procedures in correct sequential order to 
completion. 

• Teacher observation (daily routines, 
assignments, use of rubrics). 

 

9. Recognizes the difference between first and 
third person narrative. 

• Underlines key words in a paragraph or 
selection identifying first and/or third person 
(“I”, “he”, “she”). 

 

10. Uses parts of a book to locate information 
(i.e. table of contents, headings, key words, 
index, bibliography, and glossary). 

• Teacher guidance and observation.  

11. Differentiates between the main ideas and  
12. details. 

• Uses graphic organizers/webs to show the 
difference. 

 

F.   Student demonstrates interpretive    
      comprehension skills. 
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1. Makes inferences, generalizations, and 
draws conclusions based on what has been 
read including text, maps and supports those 
conclusions with textual evidence. 

• Use information presented to form an 
interpretation. 

• Use information in text, tables, maps and 
charts to extend learning from content area 
texts. 

 

2. Makes critical comparisons across texts. 
(compare/contrast) 

• Compare/contrast using Venn Diagram.  

3. Explores social issues in the text with 
regard to Catholic teachings.  

• Writes about or diagrams a social issue and 
Catholic teaching (comparing/contrasting) 

 

4. Identifies theme or message of the text.  • Read a story.  Explain the author’s main 
message

• Discuss 
 to the reader. 
themes

 

 of acceptance and forgiveness 
in the story of “The Good Shepherd” or “The 
Good Samaritan”. 

5. Defines figurative language (i.e. simile, 
metaphor, onomatopoeia, hyperbole, 
alliteration, rhyme scheme, personification) 
and identifies its use in literary works. (i.e., 
mood, feelings). 

• Find and illustrate a sentence using 
onomatopoeia, a metaphor, a simile, or a 
hyperbole. 

• Find examples of figurative language in the 
gospels. 

• Locate a sentence in text that is an example of 
alliteration.  Explain what qualities make it an 
example of this poetic advice. 

• Write and illustrate an alphabet using 
alliteration. (Sample:  Graeme Base’s 
Animalia) 

 

6. Identifies cause/effect and fact/opinion. • Using white boards, SmartBoard or paper, 
someone calls out a fact or an opinion.  
Students identify which and show answers.  
Teacher observation. 

• Connect cause/effect to science content, 
scientific method, experiments, and social 
studies content. 

 
 

7. Explains how a character’s thoughts, 
actions, and words reveal their traits.  

• Explain the actions of a saint and tell why 
s/he chose to live in such a way. 

 

G.  Student demonstrates critical thinking skills.   
1. Identifies the author's purpose: to persuade, 

inform, or entertain.  
• Identifies purpose in a book report or 

summary. 
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2. Identifies a problem and a solution in a 
story. 

• Identifies problem and solution in a book 
report or summary. 

 

3. Makes predictions of future actions and 
events using specific references to the text. 

• Creates K-W-L chart. 
• Predicts using pictures, title, genre, type. 

Adjusts predictions based on actual reading. 

 

4. Develops and answers questions, both 
evaluative and inferential, to clarify 
meaning or gain information.  

• Use Bloom’s Taxonomy (teacher) to create 
higher-level thinking questions. 

• Teacher observation. 

 

 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 3: Students demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the writing process and 

write to communicate for a variety of purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 5. 
 
Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate 
with difference audiences for a variety of purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 4. 
 
Students adjust their use of spoken, written and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively 
with a variety of audiences for different purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 12. 
 
Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and 
the exchange of information). 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 4 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  

  A.  Penmanship/Handwriting    
1. Writes fluidly and legibly in cursive 

allowing for margins and correct spacing of 
• All assignments completed in cursive. 
• Feedback and additional practice provided as 
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letters and words.  needed. 
B.  Student understands and develops a process  
      of pre-writing. 

  

1. Identifies a purpose, topic, and audience for 
writing.  

• Writes samples to different audiences about 
the same topic (i.e., write about a science 
experiment for a newspaper, a scientist, 
family member, and teacher). How are they 
different? 

 

2. Generates ideas and plans for writing 
through a variety of activities.  

• Brainstorming, use of a graphic organizer, 
drawing, writer’s notebook, KWL Chart, log, 
etc. 

 

3. Maintains a writing notebook or journal. • Use of writing notebook and/or journal.  
4. Uses time-management strategies, when 

appropriate, to produce a writing product 
within a set time period (i.e., prompts). 

• Use timed games to increase word knowledge 
and writing speed.  

 

C.  Student applies drafting skills.   
1. Uses a prewriting plan to develop a draft 

with main idea(s) and supporting details.  
• Use prewriting strategies/tools to choose a 

topic and generate ideas (e.g., webbing, 
brainstorming, listing, note taking, outlining, 
graphic organizers. 

 

2. Organizes writing into a logical sequence 
that is clear to the audience. 

• Uses completed pre-writing tool to organize 
writing. 

 

D.  Student evaluates and revises draft.   
1. Evaluates the draft for use of ideas and 

content, organization, voice, word choice, 
and sentence fluency. 

• Applies rubric to writing.  

2. Adds details to the draft to effectively 
accomplish the purpose. 

• Details create a picture in reader’s mind.  For 
example, describe a picture of a dog or cat in 
such detail so others can distinguish one 
picture of a dog or cat from another. 

 

3. Begins to rearrange or modify words and 
sentences in a paragraph to clarify meaning. 

• Use word strips and rearrange words into 
sentences with clear meaning.  

 

4. Writes complete sentences, both simple and 
compound. 

• Write and diagram two simple and compound 
sentences. 

• Edit a paragraph to include simple and 
compound sentences. 

 

5. Uses resources and reference materials to • Teacher observation and guidance as  
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modify vocabulary.   necessary. 
6. Adds transitional words, phrases, and/or 

sentences to clarify the meaning or to 
enhance the writing style or meaning of the 
draft. 

• Write transition words on the connecting lines 
of a graphic organizer. 

 

E.  Student applies editing skills.   
1. Proofreads own writing and writing of 

others to identify punctuation, spelling, and 
grammar and usage errors in the draft.  

• Applies rubric to writing. 
• Uses C-U-P-S peer review strategy:  C for  
       capitalization, U for usage or understanding,   
       P for punctuation, S for spelling.  Marks  
       writing  accordingly. 

 

2. Uses resources and reference materials 
(including technology) to select more 
precise vocabulary. 

• Teacher observation and guidance as  
             necessary. 

 

3. Understands and applies proofreading 
marks to indicate errors. 

• Uses proofreading marks when using a rubric  
             or other strategy. See #1. 

 

4. Applies tools (peer review, rubrics, 
checklists, and feedback) to refine and edit 
the draft.  

• Revises and edits (e.g., conference with self,  
             peer, volunteer, teacher). 

 

F.  Student publishes writing applications.   
1. Prepares writing in a format (e.g., oral 

presentation, manuscript, multimedia) 
appropriate to audience and purpose. 

• Make a PowerPoint presentation using 
graphics and text. 

 

2. Publishes pieces for display or for sharing 
the writing with the intended audience. 

• Present collage, book report, etc. to class.   

3. Final product displays good presentation 
through legible writing and overall visual 
appeal. 

• Rubric.   

4. Uses graphics (e.g., drawings, charts, 
graphs), when applicable, to enhance the 
final product. 

• Make a PowerPoint presentation using charts, 
graphs and text.  

 

G.  Student develops and applies the writing 
element of ideas and content. 

  

1. Expresses ideas that are clear and directly  
related to the topic. 

• Include topic in the title.   

2. Provides content and selected details that 
are well-suited to audience and purpose. 

• Write a prayer of petition for someone who is 
in need containing topic sentence details, and 
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conclusion.  
3. Uses relevant details to provide adequate 

support for the ideas.  
• Write an expository paragraph explaining 

what something is or does.  
 

H.  Student develops and applies the element of  
      organization to address the structure of the  
      writing.   

  

1. Uses a structure including templates that fits 
the type of writing (i.e., letter format, 
narrative, poetry). 

• Follows template, outline, web to create 
structured writing.  

 

2. Organizes writing ideas with an 
introduction, body, resolution to a problem, 
and an ending that provides a sense of 
resolution or closure. 

• Write a story or fairy tale and write an 
alternate ending.  

 

3. Begins to use transitional words to create 
smooth connections between ideas.  

• Add transitional words to a web to show 
connections between ideas. 

 

4. Constructs paragraphs that groups sentences 
around a topic. 

• Reads a paragraph and eliminates (cross out) 
the sentence not focused on the topic.  

 

I.   Student implements voice according to the   
      type of writing (formal or casual, distant or   
      personal) depending on the audience and   
      purpose. 

  

1. Develops a personal voice and uses 
descriptive words appropriate to audience. 

• Write a business letter to a company 
explaining why the student likes or dislikes a 
product they produce.  

 

2. Chooses language that is well-suited to the 
audience in both writing and oral 
presentation. 

• Make a poster explaining steps of recipe, 
checking out a book, etc. for third graders.  

 

J.  Student utilizes specific and accurate words  
     (word choice) to convey the intended  
     message. 

  

1. Applies vocabulary and/or terminology 
appropriate to the type of writing (academic 
language). 

• Uses geographic terminology to identify 
longitude/latitude to find specific locations.  

 

2. Uses descriptive words and phrases to 
energize the writing. 

• Details create a picture in reader’s mind.  For 
example, describe a picture of a dog or cat in 
such detail so others can distinguish one 
picture of a dog or cat from another. 
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3. Experiments with literal and figurative 
language. 

• Create an idiom calendar: an idiom page in 
writer’s notebook. 

 

4. Shows awareness of the audience through 
word choice and style. 

• Writes, memorizes, delivers a speech from the 
point of view of an historical figure.  

 

K.  Student uses sentences to address rhythm    
      and flow of language (sentence fluency). 

  

1. Writes sentences that flow together and 
sound natural when read aloud. 

• Reads own writing and writing of others 
aloud to identify for naturally sounding 
sentences. 

 

2. Writes complete, simple and compound 
sentences. 

• Write and diagram two simple and compound 
sentences. 

 

3. Varies sentence beginnings, lengths, and 
patterns to enhance the flow of the writing. 

• Write series of short sentences.  Revise 
sentences to change flow of writing. 

 

4. Uses effective and natural dialogue when 
appropriate. 

• Paired reading of the dialogue.  

5. Identifies and uses a variety of sentence 
types (interrogative, declarative, imperative, 
and exclamatory). 

• Write an informational paragraph that 
explains what something is or does.  Use a 
paragraph organization rubric and identify 
sentence types used. 

 

6. Identifies and uses various elements of a 
sentence: 
• subject-verb agreement 
• prepositional phrases 

• Using individual dry erase boards or slates, 
someone calls out a subject. Write the subject 
and then write a verb that agrees.  Say the 
subject and verb together to determine if they 
agree.  Reverse the process by saying a verb 
and then writing the subject.  Tally correct 
answers. 

• Write a solution to a math word problem in a 
complete sentence.  Identify subject and the 
verb in your answer to see if they agree. 

• Type a paragraph using a word processing 
program and then use the grammar check for 
subject/verb agreement. 

 

7. Uses a variety of sentences correctly by 
punctuating them properly to avoid 
fragments and run-ons. 

• Identifies and changes fragments and run-ons 
into complete sentences. 

 

L.  Student understands and uses conventions to  
      address the mechanics of writing. 
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1. Uses capital letters for: 
• proper nouns ( i.e., names, days, 

months) 
• titles 
• names of places 
• abbreviations 
• literary titles (i.e., book, story, poem) 

• Use a descriptive piece of writing and apply a 
capitalization rubric. 

• Apply capitalization rules when listing states 
and their capitals. 

 

2. Punctuates endings of sentences using: 
• periods 
• question marks 
• exclamation points 

• Refers to writing rubric, punctuation 
rules/resources while, revising, and editing. 

 

3. Uses correct punctuation: 
• quotation marks around dialogue or 

titles 
• commas in a series 
• commas in greetings and closings of 

letters 
• commas in dates 
• commas before introductory words 
• apostrophes in contractions and 

possessives 
• underlining or italics to identify titles 

of documents 
• colon to punctuate time 

• Demonstrates proper use of punctuation in 
various forms of writing. Refers to rubrics and 
resources while revising and editing. Edits 
and corrects daily messages or sentences.  

 

4. Spells the following correctly: 
• plurals and inflectional endings (i.e.,   

-ed, -ing) 
• roots, suffixes, and prefixes 
• homophones 
• abbreviations 

• Unscramble words from a list of spelling or 
vocabulary words that are not phonetically 
spelled. 

 

5. Corrects most misspellings independently  
using resources (dictionary, thesaurus, and  
spell-check). 

• Using given sentences, students will correct 
the spelling of words.  

 

6. Indents paragraphs to indicate 
organizational structure.  

• Refers to writing rubric to check for 
indentation. 

• Uses proofreading marks to indicate need to 
indent.  
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7. Identifies and correctly uses parts of speech: 
• nouns, including irregular plurals and   

possessives 
• nouns and pronouns in agreement 
• verbs, including past, present, and 

future tenses 
• adjectives and adverbs 
• prepositions 
• conjunctions and interjections 
• pronouns, including subject, object,  

possessive 

• Respond to questions asking for each part of 
speech, and given a sentence, write the 
answer to the question that identified each art 
of speech (e.g., who/whom? for noun; doing 
what? for verb; what kind? for adjective and 
how? for adverb). 

• Fill in a page from a grammar “Mad Libs” 
book. 

• Check writing for correct usage of parts of 
speech. 

• Write simple and compound sentences using 
pronouns in place of nouns.  Diagram each 
sentence.  Check writing for correct personal 
pronouns. 

• Read a Bible passage, replacing each pronoun 
with an appropriate noun. 

 

M. Student composes writing applications.   
1. Creates multi-paragraph compositions.  • Follows a multi-paragraph structure, template 

or web. 
 

2. Responds to prompts and demonstrates 
flow, organization, and clarity of thought. 

• Practices writing timed responses in a journal 
or notebook.  

 

3. Identifies and understands differences 
between various writing applications.  

• Can read various types of writing and identify 
each of them as expository, narrative, etc.  

 

4. Writes a book report or review that 
identifies the: 
• main idea 
• character(s) 
• setting 
• sequence of events 
• conflict/resolution 

• Can identify each element in the book report: 
o Cereal box format 
o New book cover format 
o File folder diorama  

 

5. Writes responses demonstrating an 
understanding of a literary selection, and 
depending on the selection, may include 
evidence from the text, personal experience, 
and comparison to other text/media. 

• Reads a selection and writes a response in a 
journal or notebook comparing texts, text or 
self, text to other media.  

 

6. Writes a reflection to a literature selection 
(i.e. journal entry, book review).  

• Students write questions in leveled reading 
group for others to answer. 
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• Write a book review to try and persuade a 
class mate to read a certain book.  

7. Writes communications, including: 
• thank-you notes 
• friendly letters 
• formal letters 
• messages  
• invitations 

• Write a letter to a friend or pen pal and label 
the parts of your letter. 

• Write a letter to a first communicant or 
confirmandi congratulating him/her on the 
reception of the Sacrament of Eucharist or the 
Sacrament of Confirmation. 

 

8. Addresses an envelope for correspondence. • Correctly address an envelope to mail a letter 
to friend or family member.  

 

9. Writes a narrative that sequences events, 
including descriptive details to develop plot, 
characters, and setting, and to establish a 
point of view.  

• Rewrites and changes the end of a well-
known fairy tale or story. 

 

10. Writes in a variety of expressive forms (i.e.,    
poetry, skit) that may include: 
•  figurative language 
•  rhythm 
•  dialogue 
•  characterization 
•  plot 
•  appropriate format 

• Write and perform a rap for another class 
about the parts of speech. 

• Select a gospel passage and rewrite it as a 
play. 

 

11. Writes in a variety of expository forms (i.e., 
essay, summary, newspaper article, 
reflective paper and paragraph) that 
contains: 
•  a topic sentence 
•  supporting details 
•  relevant information 

• President’s day “Wax” museum: student 
prepares a short speech, one which their 
designated President would use. 

 

12. Writes a variety of functional text (e.g., 
directions, recipes, procedures, labels, 
graphs/tables). 

• Write a set of directions for another student or 
family member.  

 

13. Writes persuasive text (e.g., advertisement, 
paragraph) attempting to influence the 
reader. 

• Write an essay on the importance of obeying 
the Ten Commandments.  

 

14. Writes in informal forms (i.e. messages, 
journal entries, reflections, notes) for later 

• Maintains a writer’s notebook or journal.   
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reference/study. 
 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 4: Students use a variety of informational and technological resources to acquire, assess 

and communicate information. 
       
NCTE Standard 7. 
 
Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions and by posing problems.  They gather, evaluate, 
and synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in 
ways that suit their purpose and audience. 
 
NCTE Standard 8. 
 
Students use a variety of technological and information resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather 
and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge. 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 4 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  

A.  Student demonstrates research techniques.   
1. Identifies a topic and questions for research 

and develops a plan for gathering 
information. 

• Create a K-W-L chart.   

2. Locates sources and collects relevant 
information from different sources 
(newspapers, magazines, interviews, school 
library, online databases, electronic 
resources, internet resources, and other 
audio-visual resources).  

• Illustrates research information with a graphic 
organizer or listing.  

 

3. Identifies main idea and relevant details.  • Uses a graphic organizer to illustrate main 
idea and details.  

 

B.  Student demonstrates the use of  
      informational resources. 
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1. Locates important details about a topic 
using different organizational features of 
sources of information (i.e. glossary, table 
of contents, indexes, icons, word search) to 
analyze information. 

• Book scavenger hunt to locate information.   

2. Sorts, organizes, and arranges relevant 
information (charts, tables, graphic 
organizers) in an orderly manner. 

• Uses three different sources that provide 
information in various formats.  

 

3. Identifies important information and 
summarizes findings through paraphrasing. 

• Gathers information to one theme.  

4. Defines and understands the concept of 
plagiarism. 

• Can paraphrase/summarize information found.   

5. Cites sources of information selected for use 
in project (i.e., references).   

• Creates simple, accurate listing of resources.   

C.  Student demonstrates the use of technological 
resources. 

  

1. Acquires information from the Internet, 
videos, CD-roms, etc. 

• Students choose a particular research system 
and illustrate how the system was used. 

 

D.  Student communicates his/her discoveries.   
1. Uses a variety of communication 

techniques, including oral, visual, written, or 
multimedia reports to present information. 

• Create a graphic organizer for books of the 
Bible.  

 

 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 5:  Students demonstrate competence in speaking, listening and viewing as tools       

       for learning and effective communication. 
 
NCTE Standard 4. 
 
Students adjust their use of spoken, written and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively 
with a variety of audiences for different purposes. 
 
NCTE Standard 12. 
 
Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and 
the exchange of information). 
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Critical for Mastery in Grade 4 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  

A.  Student listens to and views different 
materials from a variety of media. 

  

1. Demonstrates active listening strategies 
(asking focused questions, responding to 
cues, making visual contact, showing 
courtesy and respect). 

• Generate questions to ask on index cards 
during an oral presentation.  

• Retell the message in a sequence of events; 
convey orally with details. 

 

2. Recalls the main idea, including relevant 
supporting details, and identifies the 
purpose of presentations and visual media. 

• After listening to a Bible story, students 
respond with moral of the story. 

 

3. Distinguishes between the speaker's 
opinions and facts.  

• Create a class chart to categorize opinions and 
facts.  

 

4. Restates and carries out a variety of oral 
instructions.  

• Given clear oral directions, students restate 
the instructions, and see the results produced 
by following the instructions.  

 

B.  Student uses language and speaking skills   
      appropriate to the audience, situation and  
      purpose. 

  

1. Uses speaking skills and procedures to 
participate in group discussions (appropriate 
volume, rate, courtesy, turn-taking behavior, 
respectful, relevant responses, appropriate 
language and vocabulary).   

• Demonstrates appropriate speaking etiquette 
in various group settings.  

 

2. Delivers informational presentations that: 
• present events or ideas in logical 

sequence and maintain a clear focus. 
• demonstrate an understanding of the 

topic. 
• include relevant facts and details. 
• organize information with an 

introduction, body, and conclusion. 
• use visual materials/media.  

• Personal story, informal, formal, 
informational presentations. 

• Science Fair projects. 
• PowerPoint presentation on geography of 

New Mexico. 

 

3. Orally recites and/or leads prayers.   • Weekly prayer leader, Act of Contrition   
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C.  Student applies speaking skills in a variety of 
ways. 

  

1. Demonstrates an understanding of the rules 
of the English language. 

• Delivers an oral presentation demonstrating 
subject/verb agreement.  

 

2. Uses clear diction and tone, and adjusts 
volume and tempo to stress important ideas. 

• Use a video or audio recorder for practice and 
critique.  

 

 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 6:  Students use language, literature and media to develop an understanding of and  

             respect for diversity of cultures and people.  
 
NCTE Standard 9. 
 
Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, and dialects across cultures, ethnic 
groups, geographic regions and social roles. 
 
 
Critical for Mastery in Grade 4 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES  

A.  Student uses language, literature and media  
      to demonstrate awareness of a variety of  
      cultures. 

  

1. Identifies different character types and 
beliefs found in multiple cultures and 
religions as found in literature and media.  

• Write a play based on one of the Gospel 
stories. 

• Compare/contrast literary characters and 
themes with biblical tradition. 
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Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 7:  Students develop an awareness of their own roles within different literacy  
             communities. 

 
NCTE Standard 11. 
 
 
Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities. 
 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 
(What students will be able to do, know, understand 
and value) 

SAMPLE ASSESSMENTS/ STRATEGIES 
(What evidence will demonstrate that students have 
achieved the Learning Outcome) 

BEST PRACTICES 

A.  Participates in various literacy communities    
      and identifies their roles within them.   

  

1. Assumes a variety of roles in group 
discussions and assigned group work or 
projects.  

• Book clubs, literature with assigned roles, 
small group discussions circles. 

 

 
 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 8: Students read, write and listen to learn about God’s world and to participate fully in 

parish and school community life. 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 9: Students use a variety of mediums and methods to communicate and celebrate God’s 

word and to pray. 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standard 10: Students demonstrate an understanding of the personal choices and moral 

consequences in literature and apply these to their own lives. 
 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Standards 8, 9 and 10 are to be woven throughout the entire Language Arts Curriculum.   
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NCTE Standard 10. 
 
Students whose first language is not English make use of their first language to develop competency in the English language arts 
and to develop understanding of content across the curriculum. 
 
Students whose first language is not English should be provided with ample opportunities for developing their English through 
conversations with others and use their knowledge of written language structure in their first language to write competently in English.  
Students should be engaged in a variety of lessons and activities that develop English Language Arts competency across all curriculum 
areas.  Students should not be separated from the general education classroom.  Families of these students may need to seek outside 
resources to assist these learners.  


	BEST PRACTICESLabel reading selections by their genres  Identify genres related to a social studies topic eg biography reference historical fiction etc: 
	BEST PRACTICESComplete a chart or foldable for stories in a: 
	reading unit with columns for story elements eg theme characters conflict resolution etc and a row for each story title in the unit: 
	Complete a KWL chart KnowWant to knowLearned to activate prior knowledge and to set a purpose for reading  While reading adjust the purpose as needed: 
	Provides examplespersonal responses using QAR QuestionAnswerRelationships o Text to life  how does text remind you of something in your life o Text to text or other sources  is information right there  Is information between author and me: 
	Reading log indicating independent reading materials: 
	Use Venn Diagram to comparecontrast  Draw a cartoon of two characters each from a different story  Dialogue shows how their experiences were similar and how they differ  Compare Mary Jesus mother to a mother or grandmother: 
	Complete an author study prepare a report pamphlet poster identifying styles and themes: 
	Identify a statement in text that is also illustrated in an accompanying table map or chart  Tell how they work together to support: 
	the same idea: 
	Teacher observation and questioning  Retells or restates message or instructions orally: 
	BEST PRACTICESA  Student applies phonological skills to words which can be broken down into separate sounds andor sound units: 
	BEST PRACTICESWhen an unfamiliar word is encountered in reading explain how to use known strategies eg patterns syllabication ask does it sound right to pronounce the word correctly and understand its meaning: 
	BEST PRACTICESB  Student develops word recognition and word analysis skills: 
	Post words in classroom to remind students of them and to use them  Model use of words  Use vocabulary words during the week connecting words to life  Connect vocabulary words to other subject areas: 
	Creates a flip foldable or other graphic organizer to show abbreviation and its meaning: 
	Use spelling words on cards to sort in correct alphabetical order: 
	Use context clues to define a new word  Comparecontrast the entries in one or more dictionaries a glossary and a thesaurus for the same word  Explain when you would use each source to clarify andor verify meaning: 
	Create a three column chart list foldable demonstrating the word its connotation and its denotation: 
	Use spelling words on cards to sort by number of syllables andor common symbols: 
	Word games can be used as a strategy andor assessment for this entire section: 
	Use spelling or vocabulary words on cards to sort into categories  Identify and list other words to fit into the categories  Biblical vocabulary meanings chapter verse: 
	Using individual whiteboards or spirals someone calls out a synonym or antonym or writes a word on the SmartBoard students write down alternatives  Teacher observes answers: 
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of words: 
	Applies strategies for new words in all subject areas  Explains the meaning of key words in each section of the text while reading: 
	Create a page for each type in writers notebooks for later reference identifying and defining the meanings of each: 
	Practice an assigned part eg a class play or Readers Theater selection and read it aloud to the class: 
	Create a bookmark for reading a textbook which details strategies used to clarify understanding  Keep the bookmark for future reference  Keep a log of strategies used in each selection: 
	Teacher guidance and observation during small groups: 
	Reads aloud ie using leveled readers in small group teacher observes and provides feedback: 
	Creates KWL chart  Predicts using pictures title genre type Adjusts predictions based on actual reading: 
	Completes book reports reading logs AR Accelerated Reading Tests  SRC Scholastic Reading Counts Tests: 
	Create a story board to retell a story in correct sequence  For nonfiction identify the way the text is: 
	written topic sequence time periods and summarize in that order  Create a storyboard to relate information learned in each section of a science or social studies chapter: 
	Identify important information  Summarize orally or by writing a paragraph: 
	Partner reading to recreate dialogue  Identify conversations between Jesus and his disciples in the New Testament: 
	Creates a book report or designs a new book cover illustrating areas mentioned in the learning outcome  Identify morallesson of the story including Bible stories: 
	Create a book report focusing on setting drawing of setting: 
	Dramatize interactions of characters  Comparecontrast choices actions and behaviors of characters to Catholic values: 
	When an unfamiliar word is encountered in reading explain how to use known strategies to pronounce the word correctly and understand its meaning: 
	Teacher observation daily routines assignments use of rubrics: 
	Underlines key words in a paragraph or selection identifying first andor third person I he she: 
	Teacher guidance and observation: 
	Uses graphic organizerswebs to show the difference: 
	Use information presented to form an interpretation  Use information in text tables maps and charts to extend learning from content area texts: 
	Comparecontrast using Venn Diagram: 
	Writes about or diagrams a social issue and Catholic teaching comparingcontrasting: 
	Read a story  Explain the authors main message  Discuss to the reader themes of acceptance and forgiveness in the story of The Good Shepherd or The Good Samaritan: 
	Find and illustrate a sentence using onomatopoeia a metaphor a simile or a hyperbole  Find examples of figurative language in the gospels  Locate a sentence in text that is an example of alliteration  Explain what qualities make it an example of this poetic advice  Write and illustrate an alphabet using alliteration Sample  Graeme Bases Animalia: 
	Using white boards SmartBoard or paper someone calls out a fact or an opinion Students identify which and show answers Teacher observation  Connect causeeffect to science content scientific method experiments and social studies content: 
	Explain the actions of a saint and tell why she chose to live in such a way: 
	Identifies purpose in a book report or summary: 
	Identifies problem and solution in a book report or summary: 
	Creates KWL chart  Predicts using pictures title genre type Adjusts predictions based on actual reading_2: 
	Use Blooms Taxonomy teacher to create higherlevel thinking questions  Teacher observation: 
	BEST PRACTICESAll assignments completed in cursive  Feedback and additional practice provided as: 
	needed: 
	Writes samples to different audiences about the same topic ie write about a science experiment for a newspaper a scientist family member and teacher How are they different: 
	Brainstorming use of a graphic organizer drawing writers notebook KWL Chart log etc: 
	Use timed games to increase word knowledge and writing speed: 
	Use prewriting strategiestools to choose a topic and generate ideas eg webbing brainstorming listing note taking outlining graphic organizers: 
	Uses completed prewriting tool to organize writing: 
	Applies rubric to writing: 
	Details create a picture in readers mind  For example describe a picture of a dog or cat in such detail so others can distinguish one picture of a dog or cat from another: 
	Use word strips and rearrange words into sentences with clear meaning: 
	Write and diagram two simple and compound sentences  Edit a paragraph to include simple and compound sentences: 
	Teacher observation and guidance as: 
	necessary: 
	Write transition words on the connecting lines of a graphic organizer: 
	Applies rubric to writing  Uses CUPS peer review strategy  C for capitalization U for usage or understanding P for punctuation S for spelling  Marks writing accordingly: 
	Teacher observation and guidance as necessary: 
	Uses proofreading marks when using a rubric or other strategy See 1: 
	Revises and edits eg conference with self peer volunteer teacher: 
	Make a PowerPoint presentation using graphics and text: 
	Present collage book report etc to class: 
	Rubric: 
	Make a PowerPoint presentation using charts graphs and text: 
	Include topic in the title: 
	Write a prayer of petition for someone who is in need containing topic sentence details and: 
	conclusion: 
	Write an expository paragraph explaining what something is or does: 
	Follows template outline web to create structured writing: 
	Write a story or fairy tale and write an alternate ending: 
	Add transitional words to a web to show connections between ideas: 
	Reads a paragraph and eliminates cross out the sentence not focused on the topic: 
	Write a business letter to a company explaining why the student likes or dislikes a product they produce: 
	Make a poster explaining steps of recipe checking out a book etc for third graders: 
	Uses geographic terminology to identify longitudelatitude to find specific locations: 
	Details create a picture in readers mind  For example describe a picture of a dog or cat in such detail so others can distinguish one picture of a dog or cat from another_2: 
	Create an idiom calendar an idiom page in writers notebook: 
	Writes memorizes delivers a speech from the point of view of an historical figure: 
	Reads own writing and writing of others aloud to identify for naturally sounding sentences: 
	Write and diagram two simple and compound sentences: 
	Write series of short sentences  Revise sentences to change flow of writing: 
	Paired reading of the dialogue: 
	Write an informational paragraph that explains what something is or does  Use a paragraph organization rubric and identify sentence types used: 
	Using individual dry erase boards or slates someone calls out a subject Write the subject and then write a verb that agrees  Say the subject and verb together to determine if they agree  Reverse the process by saying a verb and then writing the subject  Tally correct answers  Write a solution to a math word problem in a complete sentence  Identify subject and the verb in your answer to see if they agree  Type a paragraph using a word processing program and then use the grammar check for subjectverb agreement: 
	Identifies and changes fragments and runons into complete sentences: 
	Use a descriptive piece of writing and apply a capitalization rubric  Apply capitalization rules when listing states and their capitals: 
	Refers to writing rubric punctuation rulesresources while revising and editing: 
	Demonstrates proper use of punctuation in various forms of writing Refers to rubrics and resources while revising and editing Edits and corrects daily messages or sentences: 
	Unscramble words from a list of spelling or vocabulary words that are not phonetically spelled: 
	Using given sentences students will correct the spelling of words: 
	Refers to writing rubric to check for indentation  Uses proofreading marks to indicate need to indent: 
	Respond to questions asking for each part of speech and given a sentence write the answer to the question that identified each art of speech eg whowhom for noun doing what for verb what kind for adjective and how for adverb  Fill in a page from a grammar Mad Libs book  Check writing for correct usage of parts of speech  Write simple and compound sentences using pronouns in place of nouns  Diagram each sentence  Check writing for correct personal pronouns  Read a Bible passage replacing each pronoun with an appropriate noun: 
	Follows a multiparagraph structure template or web: 
	Practices writing timed responses in a journal or notebook: 
	Can read various types of writing and identify each of them as expository narrative etc: 
	Can identify each element in the book report o Cereal box format o New book cover format o File folder diorama: 
	Reads a selection and writes a response in a journal or notebook comparing texts text or self text to other media: 
	Students write questions in leveled reading group for others to answer: 
	Write a book review to try and persuade a class mate to read a certain book: 
	Write a letter to a friend or pen pal and label the parts of your letter  Write a letter to a first communicant or confirmandi congratulating himher on the reception of the Sacrament of Eucharist or the Sacrament of Confirmation: 
	Correctly address an envelope to mail a letter to friend or family member: 
	Rewrites and changes the end of a well known fairy tale or story: 
	Write and perform a rap for another class about the parts of speech  Select a gospel passage and rewrite it as a play: 
	Presidents day Wax museum student prepares a short speech one which their designated President would use: 
	Write a set of directions for another student or family member: 
	Write an essay on the importance of obeying the Ten Commandments: 
	Maintains a writers notebook or journal: 
	BEST PRACTICESCreate a KWL chart: 
	BEST PRACTICESIllustrates research information with a graphic organizer or listing: 
	BEST PRACTICESUses a graphic organizer to illustrate main idea and details: 
	BEST PRACTICESB  Student demonstrates the use of informational resources: 
	Book scavenger hunt to locate information: 
	Uses three different sources that provide information in various formats: 
	Gathers information to one theme: 
	Can paraphrasesummarize information found: 
	Creates simple accurate listing of resources: 
	Students choose a particular research system and illustrate how the system was used: 
	Create a graphic organizer for books of the Bible: 
	BEST PRACTICESGenerate questions to ask on index cards during an oral presentation  Retell the message in a sequence of events convey orally with details: 
	BEST PRACTICESAfter listening to a Bible story students respond with moral of the story: 
	BEST PRACTICESCreate a class chart to categorize opinions and facts: 
	BEST PRACTICESGiven clear oral directions students restate the instructions and see the results produced by following the instructions: 
	BEST PRACTICESB  Student uses language and speaking skills appropriate to the audience situation and purpose: 
	BEST PRACTICESDemonstrates appropriate speaking etiquette in various group settings: 
	BEST PRACTICESPersonal story informal formal informational presentations  Science Fair projects  PowerPoint presentation on geography of New Mexico: 
	BEST PRACTICESWeekly prayer leader Act of Contrition: 
	Delivers an oral presentation demonstrating subjectverb agreement: 
	Use a video or audio recorder for practice and critique: 
	BEST PRACTICESA Student uses language literature and media to demonstrate awareness of a variety of cultures: 
	BEST PRACTICESWrite a play based on one of the Gospel stories  Comparecontrast literary characters and themes with biblical tradition: 
	BEST PRACTICESA Participates in various literacy communities and identifies their roles within them: 
	BEST PRACTICESBook clubs literature with assigned roles small group discussions circles: 


